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I've always had a thing
about seeing bears in the wild
but have never done it.  My
wife & I went to Alaska a few
years ago.  Never saw a bear.
When I mountain bike, if
there's a burnt tree stump off
to the side I always think,
"Bear!!!" but it never is.  As I
was mountain biking alone on
the Womble Trail in remote
central Arkansas this summer,
I was glancing at all the
stumps that didn't turn out to
be bears and thought, "I know
there are bears in these
woods.  It's weird that there
can be so much wildlife around
that we never get a glimpse
of." 

About 5 miles from the
end of the 40 mile ride there
was a mass of black in the trail
ahead.  I thought, "Bear!!!" but
before the thought could

become completely formed, it
changed to, "Oh sh*t, it IS a
bear!"  It was huge - about 30
feet away from me walking
across the trail slowly.  My only
real option was to stop and get
still. I was trying to stop as qui-
etly as possible, but the
moment I applied my brake,
the slight noise it made got her
attention.  She glanced at me,
then shot away in the opposite
direction.  The sound from her
running was like a horse
galluping, only louder and
much deeper.  She was incred-
ibly fast.  Within a second or
two she was out of sight.

As the crisis evaporated
with the vanishing bear, a grin
spread over my face.  I floated
up the climb to where the trail
overlooks the Ouachita River,
still watching and listening for
the bear.  What a day.

BBeeaarr!! !! !!
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